
 

 

The Badger 
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Badgers have distinctive white and black 

faces which they can be recognised by. 

They have short, stocky bodies with black 

and white hair which appears grey when 

observed from a distance. 

Badgers live in homes 

called sets. They dig 

these sets underground. 

A badger’s territory can 

have many sets but there 

is usually one main set 

that is the most used. 

Badgers are omnivores, eating both 
plants and animals. They mostly eat in-
sects such as earthworms and larvae. 
However they will also eat frogs, rodents 
and slugs, as well as fruit, nuts, berries 
and roots. Badgers are nocturnal and 
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Badgers are social creatures who live in 
groups. A group will usually consist of 
around four or six badgers. A group 
will have a dominant male and female. 
Male badgers can be very aggressive 
when defending their territories.  

During mating season, male badgers will become even more ag-
gressive. When litters are born, they usually consist of two to five 
cubs. They are born underground and will remain there for up to 
two months. A badgers maximum life expectancy is 14 years, but 
most badgers in the wild will usually only live for up to 6 years.  

Badgers in the Wild 
 
Badgers are very secretive and 
are hard to spot in the wild. 
However their sets are very 
easy to locate. The main set 
has many signs of activity. 
They will also be marked by a 
large mound of soil. Badgers 
have no natural predators, 
and do very little damage to 
the habitats they occupy. 
However there are problems 
with badger baiting and dis-
turbance to sets. Badgers are very aggressive and territorial and 
should not be approached if encountered in the wild. 
 

For further information: 
Cork Nature Network 
WWW.CORKNATURENETWORK.IE 
Email. corknaturenetwork@gmail.com 
Tel: 087 2282040 
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